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Subpart 246.1—General

246.102 Policy.

Departments
also—

(1) Develop and manage a systematic,
cost-effective Government contract
quality assurance program to ensure
that contract performance conforms to
specified requirements. Apply Govern-
ment quality assurance to all contracts
for services and products designed, de-
veloped, purchased, produced, stored,
distributed, operated, maintained, or
disposed of by contractors.

(2) Conduct quality audits to ensure
the quality of products and services
meet contractual requirements.

(3) Base the type and extent of Gov-
ernment contract quality assurance ac-
tions on the particular acquisition.

(4) Provide contractors the maximum
flexibility in establishing efficient and
effective quality programs to meet
contractual requirements. Contractor
quality programs may be modeled on
military, commercial, national, or
international quality standards.

[56 FR 36460, July 31, 1991, as amended at 60
FR 33145, June 27, 1995; 71 FR 27646, May 12,
2006]

and agencies shall

48 CFR Ch. 2 (10-1-06 Edition)

246.103 Contracting office responsibil-
ities.

(1) The contracting office must co-
ordinate with the quality assurance ac-
tivity before changing any quality re-
quirement.

(2) The activity responsible for tech-
nical requirements may prepare in-
structions covering the type and extent
of Government inspections for acquisi-
tions that are complex, have critical
applications, or have unusual require-
ments. Follow the procedures at PGI
246.103(2) for preparation of instruc-
tions.

[71 FR 27647, May 12, 2006]

Subpart 246.2—Contract Quality
Requirements

246.202 Types of contract quality re-
quirements.

246.202-4 Higher-level contract quality
requirements.

(1) Higher-level contract quality re-
quirements are used in addition to a
standard inspection requirement.

(2) Higher-level contract quality re-
quirements, including nongovernment
quality system standards adopted to
meet DoD needs, are listed in the DoD
Index of Specifications and Standards.

[60 FR 33145, June 27, 1995. Redesignated and
amended at 60 FR 61599, Nov. 30, 1995]

Subpart 246.3—Contract Clauses

246.370 Material
ceiving report.

(a) Use the clause at 252.246-7000, Ma-
terial Inspection and Receiving Report,
in solicitations and contracts when
there will be separate and distinct
deliverables, even if the deliverables
are not separately priced.

(b) When contract administration is
retained by the contracting office, the
clause at 252.246-7000, Material Inspec-
tion and Receiving Report, is not re-
quired for—

(1) Contracts awarded using sim-
plified acquisition procedures;

(2) Negotiated subsistence contracts;

(3) Contracts for fresh milk and re-
lated fresh dairy products;

(4) Contracts for which the deliver-
able is a scientific or technical report;

inspection and re-
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(5) Research and development con-
tracts not requiring the delivery of sep-
arately priced end items;

(6) Base, post, camp, or station con-
tracts;

(7) Contracts in overseas areas when
the preparation and distribution of the
DD Form 250, Material Inspection and
Receiving Report, by the contractor
would not be practicable. In these
cases, arrange for the contractor to
provide the information necessary for
the contracting office to prepare the
DD Form 250;

(8) Contracts for services when hard-
ware is not acquired as an item in the
contract; and

(9) Indefinite delivery type contracts
placed by central contracting offices
which authorize only base, post, camp,
or station activities to issue orders.

[56 FR 36460, July 31, 1991, as amended at 64
FR 2598, Jan. 15, 1999]

Subpart 246.4—Government
Contract Quality Assurance

246.402 Government contract quality
assurance at source.

Do not require Government contract
quality assurance at source for con-
tracts or delivery orders valued below
$250,000, unless—

(1) Mandated by DoD regulation;

(2) Required by a memorandum of
agreement between the acquiring de-
partment or agency and the contract
administration agency; or

(3) The contracting officer deter-
mines that—

(i) Contract technical requirements
are significant (e.g., the technical re-
quirements include drawings, test pro-
cedures, or performance requirements);

(ii) The product being acquired—

(A) Has critical characteristics;

(B) Has specific features identified
that make Government contract qual-
ity assurance at source necessary; or

(C) Has specific acquisition concerns
identified that make Government con-
tract quality assurance at source nec-
essary; and

(iii) The contract is being awarded
to—

(A) A manufacturer or producer; or

(B) A non-manufacturer or non-pro-
ducer and specific Government

246.406

verifications have been identified as
necessary and feasible to perform.

[70 FR 8543, Feb. 22, 2005]

246.404 Government contract quality
assurance for acquisitions at or
below the simplified acquisition
threshold.

Do not require Government contract
quality assurance at source for con-
tracts or delivery orders valued at or
below the simplified acquisition
threshold unless the criteria at 246.402
have been met.

[70 FR 8543, Feb. 22, 2005]

246.406 Foreign governments.

(1) Quality assurance among North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) coun-
tries. (i) NATO Standardization Agree-
ment (STANAG) 4107, Mutual Accept-
ance of Government Quality Assurance
and Usage of the Allied Quality Assur-
ance Publications—

(A) Contains the processes, proce-
dures, terms, and conditions under
which one NATO member nation will
perform quality assurance for another
NATO member nation or NATO organi-
zation;

(B) Standardizes the development,
updating, and application of the Allied
Quality Assurance Publications; and

(C) Has been ratified by the United
States and other nations in NATO with
certain reservations identified in
STANAG 4107.

(ii) Departments and agencies shall
follow STANAG 4107 when—

(A) Asking a NATO member nation
to perform quality assurance; or

(B) Performing quality assurance
when requested by a NATO member na-
tion or NATO organization.

(2) International military sales (non-
NATO). Departments and agencies
shall—

(i) Perform quality assurance serv-
ices on international military sales
contracts or in accordance with exist-
ing agreements;

(ii) Inform host or U.S. Government
personnel and contractors on the use of
quality assurance publications; and

(iii) Delegate quality assurance to
the host government when satisfactory
services are available.
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